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The high degree of success and the spontaneous unanimity of the rescuers' actions, make this episode an important event in the annals of the Holocaust.
This unanimity was the result of a basic democratic-humanitarian approach, and of the policy of the Danish Government during the early stages of the occupation.
Given the significance of this basic approach and its political ramifications before the crisis, we still must outline the special circumstances that set the stage for the rescue of Danish Jewry:
A. In the beginning of the occupation, Denmark was not accorded a central place in the strategic considerations of the Germans, since in April 1940 there was no threat from the direction of the Baltic Sea. As far as the Germans were concerned, the main front was in the West, and therefore Norway became their strategic focal point. They did not consider Denmark a front, and its main importance was as a transit country for German troops. Following the German attack on the Soviet Union, the situation was somewhat altered but the German victories at the beginning of the war minimized the danger from that direction, and as a result, Denmark enjoyed a few years of relative quiet. Only in the summer of 1942 did the tension mount, and a year later when the tide of the war was abut to turn the crisis broke out.
B. There were very few Jews in Denmark, and this fact facilitated the Germans' decision to postpone the execution of the "Final Solution" to a more opportune moment. This argument was also advanced at the Wannsee Conference, where Luther, upon instructions from Ribbentrop, noted that the operation against the Jews should be delayed in the northern countries because of the difficulties which had arisen. 
